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SAN ANSELMO OPEN  
SPACE COMMITTEE

MISSION
The SAOSC is a volunteer committee
of the Town of San Anselmo.
We exist to identify and preserve
valuable open space lands, viewsheds,
and trails located in San Anselmo and
the greater Ross Valley.

COMMITTEE MEMBERS
Jonathan Braun, Co-Chair
Stanley Radtke, Co-Chair
Kathleen Sanders, Treasurer
Daniel Krebs, Secretary
Brian Crawford
Peter Horn
Karin Ludwig
Mindy Stomp
René Voss
Paul Foxx
Nancy Grover
Henry Pratt
Hayley Ballard 

TO CONTACT THE SAOSC
San Anselmo Town Hall
525 San Anselmo Avenue
San Anselmo, CA 94960
415.258.4600
saopenspace@yahoo.com
www.SanAnselmoOpenSpace.org

The Committee meets the third Wednesday of 
every month via Zoom. Agendas are posted at 
townofsananselmo.org. Please feel free to join us.

was driven in the center, and a radius 
was drawn to define the boundary. The 
original redwood stake is now housed 
in the Marin County Library map 
annex. The Seminary developed the 
spring and ran a water pipe to storage 
tanks, using the water to irrigate the 
landscaping on its San Anselmo campus 
for over 100 years. The lot is bisected 
by the Ross/San Anselmo boundary.

In 1995 the Open Space Committee 
was approached by Seminary 
representatives to explore options to 
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 xperience has shown that in land
 conservation projects,
 perseverance is often the key to
 a positive outcome. That is 
certainly the case with the December 
2020 completion of a conservation 
easement on a five acre scenic property 
on the slopes of Bald Hill. 

The Marin Open Space Trust 
(MOST), in collaboration with the 
San Anselmo Open Space Committee, 
negotiated the donation of an easement 
that precludes any future development 
of the parcel!

Located high on Bald Hill, the parcel 
is in the shape 
of a perfect 
circle. Near 
the center 
is a natural 
spring; hence 
it has long 
been known 
as the “Spring 
Lot”. The 
San Francisco 
Theological 
Seminary 
purchased the 
lot back in 
1890.  A stake 
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purchase or otherwise preserve the land. These 
talks did not result in an agreement.

Then in 2009 the Open Space Committee 
teamed up with MOST to craft an offer for 
the purchase of a conservation easement over 
the five acres. Once again the offer did not 
result in a transaction.

In 2014 the land was sold to a private 
company. Ongoing negotiations with the 
new owners ultimately led to an agreement 
whereby the owners donated a conservation 
easement that permanently protects the land 
from future development.  The easement is 
held by MOST, which will monitor the site in 
the coming years.

It was a long road to this outcome.  It 
represents a great benefit for the community 
by preserving scenic views and protecting 
habitat for flora and fauna. The spring remains and will 
provide much needed water for wildlife. This victory for 

open space would not have been possible without the persistent 
efforts of the Open Space Committee and MOST, along with 
the generosity of the owners and their significant donation.

What an impossible question. 
Growing up, it meant laughter 
while stomping in puddles on a 
rainy hike in Sorich or breathlessly 
racing through the trails of Faude 
with dog and little brother in tow. 
But really it means so much more 
than recreation- the open space is a 
part of young people’s future. These 
open spaces we’ve always taken 
for granted are little slivers of the 
wild world that we are able to trust 
will always be there for us, a rare 
and wonderful thing in a world 
of uncertainty, development, and 
environmental change. The open 
space means finally being able to let 
go of the worry and connect back 
to the natural world.  Really, the 
open space is a place of solace. And 
what could be more important, to 
the young person, or to any person, 
than to protect these places of 
solace? The open space is a cure, a 
solution, and it is our duty and our 
joy to protect it. 

Photo to the right,  
Hayley Ballard, pictured 
on the left, San Anselmo 
Open Space Committee 

Youth Commissioner

What does open space mean to a young person? 
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iking in, walking through, or simply communing 
with nature has been proven to decrease stress 
and anxiety while increasing happiness and 
creativity. How 
fortunate we are 

to live in a town with many 
protected open space preserves. 
The Committee has participated 
in acquiring 68 acres, lands 
that might otherwise have 
been developed if not for the 
advocacy of the San Anselmo 
Open Space Committee. And 
after over 18 months of dealing 
with a global pandemic, I’m sure 
we are all even more grateful to 
have this outlet right outside our 
backdoor; I know I am. I joined 
the Committee at the end of last 
year for this very reason – having 
a great appreciation for our 
protected open space in the Ross 
Valley. While I am in my first year with the Committee, 
it was founded 40 years ago with the help of our co-chair, 
Jonathan Braun. He was one of several citizens that lobbied 
the Town Council to create an Open Space Committee, and 

HAPPY 40TH ANNIVERSARY
San Anselmo Open Space Committee!

H he has been committed to preserving our space ever since!
 Working at an advertising agency, I was excited to be 
able to assist in establishing our new Instagram account @

sananselmoopenspace as well as 
enhancing our website, all through 
volunteer hours. I hope you’ll 
follow us on Instagram and perhaps 
be inspired to explore new trails 
and open spaces. For the website 
enhancement, we’ve worked to 
modernize the look and have also 
provided the ability to securely 
donate, via PayPal. For those who 
prefer to mail a check, that option 
is still available using the donation 
card below.  Either way, your funds 
are tax-deductible and are used to 
help preserve and maintain our open 
spaces. Like last year, we unfortunately 
had to cancel our Spring Benefit, so 
we are relying on donations from 
this newsletter, as well as a portion of 

the funds San Anselmo receives from Measure A, to continue 
fulfilling this important mission. 
On behalf of the Committee, thank you for your support!
  With Gratitude,  Mindy Stomp 
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is produced as an informational service to the 
residents of San Anselmo and the Ross Valley, 
and is funded by contributions to the Open 
Space Committee. Articles and photos by  
Committee members.

Want to help protect local open spaces during  
these trying times and get some amazing artwork to  
grace your wall? Here’s how! 

The Fairfax Open Space Committee and San 
Anselmo Open Space Committee have collaborated to 
create an informationally rich and stunningly beautiful 
Calendar for 2022 called Wonderfully Wild Marin. The 
calendar notes astronomical events, holidays from diverse 
cultures and religions, seasonal, cultural, and historical 
information about our natural surroundings along with 
outstanding vistas by talented local photographers. 

So here’s an opportunity to get the holiday 
shopping done early, benefit local open spaces, and to 
visualize a brighter and better 2022!  To purchase go to: 
sananselmoopenspace.org or call 415-456-5476 
$20, $25 includes shipping

WondeRfuLLy WiLd mARin:

A Calendar and Online 
Fundraiser for Open Space
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